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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 born ,(גְרָ״א/known as the Vilna Gaon) ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ  זַצַ״ל
in Vilnius, Lithuania, to ר׳ שְלֹמֹה זַלְמַן and ָטרײַנא, 
displayed extraordinary talent while still a young 

child. He married his first wife חַנָה at age 17. By age 20, רַבָנִים were 
submitting their difficult הֲלָכָה problems to the גְרָ״א. His writings are 
on ְת אֵלִיָהוּ) תַנַ״ך רֶּ לְחָן עָרוּךְ ,תַלְמוּד יְרוּשַלְמִי ,תַלְמוּד בַבְלִי ,מִדְרָש ,(אַדֶּ ) שֻׁ
לְקֵי הַתוֹרָה and many more (שְנוֹת אֵלִיָהוּ) מִשְנָה ,(בִאוּר הַגְרָ״א  חֶּ
including קַבָלָה. None of his writings were published during his 
lifetime. Though he lived during the period known as the אַחֲרוֹנִים, 
he is held by many to have the authority of the רִאשוֹנִים. One of his 
most famous תַלְמִידִים was R' Chaim Volozhin זַצַ״ל, who established 
the learning method used in many of today's יְשִיבוֹת. 

  י״ט תשרי
5480 – 5558 
1720 – 1797 

When he was lying on his deathbed, the Vilna 
Gaon זַצַ״ל's family called for the local 
doctor, Dr. Yaakov Lubashitz זַ״ל. The 
Vilna doctor checked him over. As he 
bent down to listen to the אוֹן  s'גָּ
heartbeat, he heard the אוֹן  quietly גָּ
mumbling to himself. After the doctor 
straightened up, one of those present 
asked him nervously, "?װוּ האַלט עֶר — 
Where is he holding [health-wise]?" The 
doctor smiled and said, "!לִים  — עֶר האַלט אִין מַסֶכֶת כֵּ
He is holding in לִים  "!מַסֶכֶת כֵּ
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שְרָאֵל …    י אֶת בְנֵי יִּ כוֹת הוֹשַבְתִּ י בַסֻּ קְרָא כג:מג(… כִּ )וַיִּ  
 … because I caused שְרָאֵל כוֹת to dwell in בְנֵי יִּ  .סֻּ
 The תוֹרָה tells us that the basis for the צְוָה  of מִּ
sitting in the סוּכָה is the fact that ה׳ provided עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד for 
שְרָאֵל ם at the time of בְנֵי יִּ צְרַיִּ יאַת מִּ  If so, why are we .יְצִּ
instructed to celebrate סוּכוֹת during שְרֵי   ?six months later ,תִּ
 The Vilna Gaon explains the significance of 
celebrating on the 15th of שְרֵי  ,עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד It is true that the .תִּ
Clouds of Glory, were given to שְרָאֵל  .upon leaving Egypt בְנֵי יִּ
However, following the sin of the עֵגֶל הַזָהָב, the golden calf, 
the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד were removed. On פּוּר שְרֵי the 10th of ,יוֹם כִּ  ,תִּ
 On the .עֵגֶל הַזָהָב pardoned His people for the sin of the ה׳
11th of שְרֵי  issued the command concerning the מֹשֶה .תִּ
building of שְכָן  During the next two days, the 12th and 13th .מִּ
of שְרֵי שְכָן the necessary materials for the ,תִּ  were donated מִּ
by שְרָאֵל שְרֵי On the 14th of .בְנֵי יִּ  collected the חַכְמֵי לֵב the ,תִּ
materials from מֹשֶה and, on the 15th of שְרֵי  the actual ,תִּ
construction began. The עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד were returned when they 
started to build the שְכָן  tells us to תוֹרָה For this reason, the .מִּ
observe סוּכוֹת on the 15th of שְרֵי  to mark the return of the ,תִּ
 .עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד

 The only difficulty, with this explanation is the 
following: Since סוּכוֹת is simply based upon the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד 
sheltering the Jewish people in the wilderness, why do we 
not have a remembrance based upon the giving of the 
original עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד - when we left Egypt?  
 The difference between the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד and their 
return is the manner in which the שְרָאֵל  .received them בְנֵי יִּ
At the time of ם צְרַיִּ יאַת מִּ  were granted as עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד the ,יְצִּ
an outright gift to the Jewish people. On the 15th of שְרֵי  ,תִּ
they were regained through תְשוּבָה.  
 After the miracles of ם צְרַיִּ יאַת מִּ שְרָאֵל the ,יְצִּ  בְנֵי יִּ
were very close with ה׳. They then strayed and served the 
בְנֵי  and ה׳ This resulted in a separation between .עֵגֶל הַזָהָב
שְרָאֵל  for His ה׳ the closeness and love of ,תְשוּבָה With their .יִּ
people was even greater than before. This closeness brought 
about the return of the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד, which express an intimacy 
in which they lived under the protective shield of ה׳. This 
extra closeness with ה׳ is what is being celebrated by sitting 
in the סוּכָה in שְרֵי יסָן since in ,תִּ  this extra closeness was not נִּ
there yet. 

Adapted from: A דבר תורה by Rabbi Daniel Yormark (with kind permission from NCYI) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI A few days before Succos, Yehudah 
acquired a nice lulav for himself. He put 
it near his bed in the Yeshivah dorm and 

went away for Shabbos.

Sunday morning:

Yehudah had to replace his lulav. Later that day...

In fact, R’ Nosson Tzvi did not have any extra lulavim; he had 
asked his relatives to put their lulavim out on the table. After 
Yehudah chose one, everyone got back a lulav - except for the 

Rosh Yeshivah himself!

Yes, I understand. But don’t 
worry. Lots of people give me 

lulavim. Come to my house later and 
choose one from my collection.

Uh, Shimon, 
do you know what 

happened to my 
bed...?

My friend came for 
Shabbos and needed a 
bed. I didn’t think you’d 

mind.

How much 
does this one 

cost?

But these are probably 
much more expensive than 

my original lulav was.

It’s fine. But on 
one condition: I don’t 

want you to have any hard 
feelings towards your 

roommate.

Just give me what 
you paid for the 

first one.

5703-5772 1943-2011 iuajrn t"h

-Finkel in Chicago, IL, was named after his paternal great שָרָה and אֵלִיָהוּ מֵאִיר born to ,ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי זַצַ״ל
grandfather, the Alter of Slabodka, ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי Finkel זַצַ״ל. He attended a local school and received 
after-school tutoring in תּוֹרָה studies from R' Yehoshua Levinson זַצַ״ל. At age 14, he visited אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. 
His great-uncle, ר׳ לֵיזעֶר יוּדל Finkel זַצַ״ל (Mir ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה), recognizing ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי’s ability to think clearly 
and have patience for studying, asked his parents to let him stay and study in his יְשִׁיבָה. He stayed an 
extra 8 months to learn. At 17, he returned to learn in יְשִׁיבַת מִיר and learned בְהַתְמָדָה for 6 years. With 
one of his חַבְרוּתוֹת, R’ Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל, he completed the entire שַׁ״ס each year. In 1964, he married  ר׳
 in the שִׁעוּרִים began giving ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי .and together they had 11 children ,לֵאָה ,s daughter’בִנְיָמִין בֵינוּשׁ פִינקל
 On top of his .זַצַ״ל Shmuelevitz ר׳ רְפָאֵל together with ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה in 1965. In 1990, he was appointed יְשִׁיבָה
 and רוּחָנִיּוּת to enhance the בְחִינוֹת He developed .עַמּוּד הַיוֹמִי עִם רִאשׁוֹנִים in שִׁעוּרִים he also gave ,עִיּוּן שִׁעוּר

 .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל in תּוֹרָה he built ,רָב and on a similar level to the Ponovezher ,תַּלְמִידִים of his גַשְׁמִיּוּת

הלל שלם כל ימי החג     ארבע מינים מיום ב לחג

PIRCHEI
בידינו אבותינו  מסורת 
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יום א

הפטרה: הנה יום בא... )זכריה יד:א-כד(

דף יומי: בכורות ח׳     תפילת טל

סוכות ב׳ ימים: וידבר ה׳... שור או כשב...     הלל שלם

יום ב

הפטרה: ויקהלו אל המלך שלמה... )מלאכים א ח:ב-כא(

דף יומי: בכורות ט׳



  

Special Yom Tov message from our 
devoted editorial staff ... 

As רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ חָתֵנוּ initiates כְּ מַן שִמְּ  ,זְּ
the devoted editorial staff of 
this publication would like to take 
this golden opportunity to bentch 
all of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  with a year full of כְּ
פוּאוֹת שׁוּעוֹת ,רְּ חוֹת and ,נֶחָמוֹת ,יְּ  !שִמְּ

1. What is the theme of קֹהֶלֶת that is learned from the first 
word, בְרֵי ים Hint: same meaning as] ?דִּ ים א:א) אֵלֶה הַדְבָרִּ  [(דְבָרִּ

2. Who are the real מְקַיימֵי הָאָרֶץ, sustainers of the earth, who try to 
remain unknown? 

1. The word ִּבְרֵי  and קֹהֶלֶת rebukes. The theme of ,תּוֹכָחוֹת introduces and means ד
ִּים ִּבְרֵי קֹהֶלֶת) .are both messages of rebuke סֵפֶר דְבָר  .(1:1 — ד״ה ד

 and the earth is forever, that those ,וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת learn from the words חֲזַ״ל .2
who humble themselves [towards אָרֶץ, earth] keep the world up. These are the 
ִּשְרָאֵל ִּיקֵי י  .(1:4 — ד״ה וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת) [אָרֶץ who are referred to as] צַד

1. What is the theme of קֹהֶלֶת that is learned from the first 
word, בְרֵי ים Hint: same meaning as] ?דִּ ים א:א) אֵלֶה הַדְבָרִּ  [(דְבָרִּ

2. Who are the real מְקַיימֵי הָאָרֶץ, sustainers of the earth, who try to 
remain unknown? 

1. The word ִּבְרֵי  and קֹהֶלֶת rebukes. The theme of ,תּוֹכָחוֹת introduces and means ד
ִּים ִּבְרֵי קֹהֶלֶת) .are both messages of rebuke סֵפֶר דְבָר  .(1:1 — ד״ה ד

 and the earth is forever, that those ,וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת learn from the words חֲזַ״ל .2
who humble themselves [towards אָרֶץ, earth] keep the world up. These are the 
ִּשְרָאֵל ִּיקֵי י  .(1:4 — ד״ה וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת) [אָרֶץ who are referred to as] צַד

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

בָר י:לד(.… וַעֲנַן ד׳ עֲלֵיהֶם  עָם מִן הַמַחֲנֶה )בַמִדְּ נָסְּ     בְּ
 And the cloud of ד׳… when they journeyed from the camp. 
רִי quotes the רַשִ״י  רָאֵל that describes (פג) סִפְּ לַל יִשְּ  s’כְּ
journeying with seven clouds. [Ed. Note: The 4 clouds on the sides 
and the 2 on top and bottom created a soft carpet-feel, uniquely 
secluded, climate-controlled environment.] The front cloud, however, 
had multiple tasks. Wherever רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  travelled, not only did it כְּ
serve as a huge directional beacon, but it was also a super large 
bulldozer / steamroller which flattened every slight bump and 
mountainous bulge, and filled every crevice and valley to level the 
road. It also behaved as an astounding bug killer that quietly killed 
every one of the myriads of ferocious and deadly wilderness species 
like snakes and scorpions. 
 The רַחִי  (או״ח תרכ״ה:ב ,ב״ח quoted by the) רַשִ״י on this מִזְּ
asks why on סוּכוֹת do we simply focus our memory on the one cloud 
that protected us from the sun? One possible answer is that this 
cloud was a different protection to any of the others walls. Everyone 
needs some sun, each person had just the right amount of light. The 
young babies and older people needed the most protection. Different 
from the others that were constant, this cloud actually adapted to 
each person specifics needs. We thank ד׳ on סוּכוֹת not just for the 
many protections, but also for the loving fatherly way He protected 
us.  
 In some way, the same can be said about our דוֹלִים  and גְּ
leaders. We can learn not only from their guidance in תּוֹרָה and 
everyday matters, but also from the loving selfless manner in which 
they protect us.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  R' Elazar Meir Preil, (1878-1933), a renowned 
מִיד חָכָם אוֹר and author of תַּלְּ  of Elizabeth, New רָב was the ,סֵפֶר הַמְּ
Jersey for 14 years. American Jewish communities in the 1920s and 
1930s were not as observant as they are today, and the רָב’s role in 
guiding his community in תּוֹרָה observance was crucial. Quite often, 
communal observance and understanding of תּוֹרָה dictates and 

principles was totally dependent on the רָב’s commitment to these 
ideals. 
 Few Jews during those years brought their own בַע מִינִים  .אַרְּ
They took it for granted that their רָב would purchase sets of the  בַע אַרְּ
 .and allow the members of the congregation to use them מִינִים
 In 1933, a few weeks before סוּכוֹת, R' Preil became very ill. 
A few hours before יוֹם טוֹב, he called his friend and colleague, R' 
Nosson Nota Zuber of nearby Roselle, New Jersey. 
 “I need you to come in a hurry,” R' Preil said anxiously, “and 
I need you in person. What I need you to do for me cannot be done 
by telephone.” 
 Although he was busy before יוֹם טוֹב, R' Zuber came 
rushing to R' Preil’s home. Upon entering he found his friend in bed, 
weak and deathly ill. 
 “I have only one son, my Yehoshua Yosef, who is nine years 
old,” R' Preil said to R' Zuber. “If Heaven forbid I die before or during 
בַע מִינִים my sets of the ,סוּכוֹת  would automatically become his [by אַרְּ
virtue of Jewish inheritance laws]. If the בַע מִינִים  are his, no one in אַרְּ
shul will be permitted to use them.” 
 In order to fulfill the וָה בַע מִינִים of taking the מִצְּ  on the אַרְּ
first day of סוּכוֹת they must be owned by the user (see :סוּכָה כט). A 
minor cannot halachically transfer an item from his possession. Thus, 
the townspeople would not have בַע מִינִים  because סוּכוֹת to use on אַרְּ
R' Preil’s nine-year-old son could not transfer ownership. 
  “I need you to take ownership of my בַע מִינִים  on behalf אַרְּ
of my community,” said R' Preil. “Then regardless of what happens to 
me, the בַע מִינִים הִלָה would belong to the אַרְּ  and everyone will be קְּ
able to perform the וָה  ”.יוֹם טוֹב on מִצְּ
 The יָן  .was performed (transaction) קִנְּ
 R' Preil passed away six hours later. Even in the face of 
death, with remarkable foresight and responsibility to his community, 
he selflessly protected his community from a potential spiritual 
disaster. 

Adapted from: Echoes of the Maggid (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.:מָא עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
ת ווֹ ת סוכּ�כּ הִלְ�ווֹ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The לוּלָב should be tied in 3 places, with the last binding at 
least 3-4 inches from the top of the דְרָה  spine from ,שִׁ
which all the leaves grow out, NOT the top of the לוּלָב. 

• For ְסְכַך made from bamboo poles, some poles should be 
at right angles to the rest to break up any long, 
uninterrupted air space. 

Esrogim Before Sukkos

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 In 5551 (1791), the Vilna 
Gaon ״ל צַּ  'sent a message to R זַּ
Yaakov Kranz ״ל צַּ  the Dubno ,זַּ
Maggid (5500-5564/1740-1804), 
to please come and revive his 
ה יֵפָׁ ה עַּ מָׁ  tired soul. The two ,נְשָׁ
shared an unusually close 
relationship. It is said that the 
גִיד  many גָׁאוֹן originally met the מַּ
years before, in 5518 (1758), 
when he was 18 years old. At that 
time, the אוֹן  gave him special גָׁ
instructions and set him on his 
path to become a successful גִיד   .מַּ
 The only letters that 
were ever found in which the 
Vilna Gaon wrote terms of 
endearment and longing were 
the ones written to the Dubno 
Maggid. The Maggid's warm, 
outgoing personality and  ם בֵין אָדָׁ
חֲבֵרוֹ יִרְאַת  were matched by his לַּ
יִם מַּ ת  in both גָׁאוֹן He was a .שָׁ תוֹרַּ
ר  the revealed and ,נִגְלֶה וְנִסְתָׁ
secret parts of ה  and he ,תוֹרָׁ
refrained from any worldly 
pleasures or honors.  
 There is a well-known 
episode about an unusual debate 
that is said to have taken place 
between the Vilna Gaon and the 
Dubno Maggid. On one occasion, 
the גָׁאוֹן asked him, "You give 

ר  everywhere you go; why מוּסָׁ
don’t you give me ר  "?as well מוּסָׁ
The גִיד  grew ill at ease. How מַּ
could he rebuke the אוֹן  But the ?גָׁ
 was insistent. Finally, the גָׁאוֹן
גִיד  you sit at ,רֶבִי וּמוֹרִי" :spoke מַּ
home with your doors closed. Is it 
any real קוּנץ, wonder (literally, 
trick) that you are a דִיק  ?צַּ
Perhaps if you went out into 
world you would be a different 
person!" 
 The Vilna Gaon is said to 
have cried for a few moments. He 
then responded that the basic 
imperative for a Jew is to become 
a ם כָׁ לְמִיד חָׁ  It is not written .תַּ
anywhere that a person has any 
obligation to produce קוּנצן, 
magic, in order to become a 
ם כָׁ לְמִיד חָׁ   .תַּ
 My לְמִיד  גָׁאוֹן the Vilna ,תַּ
and the Dubno גִיד  each left מַּ
behind their own unique legacy in 
ה ה וּמְסוֹרָׁ  that only a few תוֹרָׁ
people in the centuries after 
them ever left. Both of these men 
served ד׳ to the best of their 
ability and were successful 
accordingly. ד׳ is only asking you 
to be the best you!  

רוּךְ!  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָׁ
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Sage Sayings

The Vilna Gaon's life was totally dedicated to תּוֹרָה and 
לְמִידִים He inspired his .עֲבוֹדָה  to do the same. His תַּּ
לְמִיד ״ל R' Chaim Volozhin ,תַּּ צַּ  opened the Volozhin זַּ
 to the present יְשִיבוֹת which became the model for יְשִיבָה
day. R' Chaim would offer words of encouragement 
when he heard the term “Vilna Gaon”: " , װִיל נאָרדעֶר װאָס 
ן אַ גָאוֹן!  If you only have the will, you too will — וועֶט זײַּ
become a גָאוֹן!" Source: 2,000 Years of Jewish History (ArtScroll)  

The learning never ends ... 
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מוֹת  רַת נְשָּ ר -סֵדֶר הַזְכָּ יִזְכֹּ  
Memorial service for the souls [of the 

departed] – 
[May ד׳ ]remember 

What is the source of יִזְכֹּר? Why is it said 
on יוֹם כִפּוּר? Why were the lasts days of 
 chosen to say ג׳ רְגָלִים of any of the יוֹם טוֹב
 of מִנְהָג of the old מָקוֹר The earliest ?יִזְכֹּר
נְחוּמָא is a יִזְכֹּר אֲזִינוּ) מִדְרָשׁ תַּ קִצוּר  The .(פ׳ הַּ
לְחָן עָרוּךְ  יוֹם כִפּוּר that on סִפְרִי quotes a שֻׁׁ
we can create a פָּרָה  for both the living כַּ
and those who have passed away. ד׳ in His 
mercy credits our צְדָקָה to the נִפְטָר 
because if he/she would be alive they 
would have done the same. At a later time 
(likely after the Crusades massacres) they 
added another opportunity to give זְכוּתִים 
of צְדָקָה to the נִפְטָרִים on the last days of 
ת יָדוֹ :when we read יוֹם טוֹב תְנַּ  each ,אִישׁ כְמַּ
according to the amount he gave. 
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Special Yom Tov message from our 
devoted editorial staff ... 

As רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ חָתֵנוּ initiates כְּ מַן שִמְּ  ,זְּ
the devoted editorial staff of 
this publication would like to take 
this golden opportunity to bentch 
all of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  with a year full of כְּ
פוּאוֹת שׁוּעוֹת ,רְּ חוֹת and ,נֶחָמוֹת ,יְּ  !שִמְּ

1. What is the theme of קֹהֶלֶת that is learned from the first 
word, בְרֵי ים Hint: same meaning as] ?דִּ ים א:א) אֵלֶה הַדְבָרִּ  [(דְבָרִּ

2. Who are the real מְקַיימֵי הָאָרֶץ, sustainers of the earth, who try to 
remain unknown? 

1. The word ִּבְרֵי  and קֹהֶלֶת rebukes. The theme of ,תּוֹכָחוֹת introduces and means ד
ִּים ִּבְרֵי קֹהֶלֶת) .are both messages of rebuke סֵפֶר דְבָר  .(1:1 — ד״ה ד

 and the earth is forever, that those ,וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת learn from the words חֲזַ״ל .2
who humble themselves [towards אָרֶץ, earth] keep the world up. These are the 
ִּשְרָאֵל ִּיקֵי י  .(1:4 — ד״ה וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת) [אָרֶץ who are referred to as] צַד

1. What is the theme of קֹהֶלֶת that is learned from the first 
word, בְרֵי ים Hint: same meaning as] ?דִּ ים א:א) אֵלֶה הַדְבָרִּ  [(דְבָרִּ

2. Who are the real מְקַיימֵי הָאָרֶץ, sustainers of the earth, who try to 
remain unknown? 

1. The word ִּבְרֵי  and קֹהֶלֶת rebukes. The theme of ,תּוֹכָחוֹת introduces and means ד
ִּים ִּבְרֵי קֹהֶלֶת) .are both messages of rebuke סֵפֶר דְבָר  .(1:1 — ד״ה ד

 and the earth is forever, that those ,וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת learn from the words חֲזַ״ל .2
who humble themselves [towards אָרֶץ, earth] keep the world up. These are the 
ִּשְרָאֵל ִּיקֵי י  .(1:4 — ד״ה וְהָאָרֶץ לְעוֹלָם עֹמָדֶת) [אָרֶץ who are referred to as] צַד

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

בָר י:לד(.… וַעֲנַן ד׳ עֲלֵיהֶם  עָם מִן הַמַחֲנֶה )בַמִדְּ נָסְּ     בְּ
 And the cloud of ד׳… when they journeyed from the camp. 
רִי quotes the רַשִ״י  רָאֵל that describes (פג) סִפְּ לַל יִשְּ  s’כְּ
journeying with seven clouds. [Ed. Note: The 4 clouds on the sides 
and the 2 on top and bottom created a soft carpet-feel, uniquely 
secluded, climate-controlled environment.] The front cloud, however, 
had multiple tasks. Wherever רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  travelled, not only did it כְּ
serve as a huge directional beacon, but it was also a super large 
bulldozer / steamroller which flattened every slight bump and 
mountainous bulge, and filled every crevice and valley to level the 
road. It also behaved as an astounding bug killer that quietly killed 
every one of the myriads of ferocious and deadly wilderness species 
like snakes and scorpions. 
 The רַחִי  (או״ח תרכ״ה:ב ,ב״ח quoted by the) רַשִ״י on this מִזְּ
asks why on סוּכוֹת do we simply focus our memory on the one cloud 
that protected us from the sun? One possible answer is that this 
cloud was a different protection to any of the others walls. Everyone 
needs some sun, each person had just the right amount of light. The 
young babies and older people needed the most protection. Different 
from the others that were constant, this cloud actually adapted to 
each person specifics needs. We thank ד׳ on סוּכוֹת not just for the 
many protections, but also for the loving fatherly way He protected 
us.  
 In some way, the same can be said about our דוֹלִים  and גְּ
leaders. We can learn not only from their guidance in תּוֹרָה and 
everyday matters, but also from the loving selfless manner in which 
they protect us.  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
  R' Elazar Meir Preil, (1878-1933), a renowned 
מִיד חָכָם אוֹר and author of תַּלְּ  of Elizabeth, New רָב was the ,סֵפֶר הַמְּ
Jersey for 14 years. American Jewish communities in the 1920s and 
1930s were not as observant as they are today, and the רָב’s role in 
guiding his community in תּוֹרָה observance was crucial. Quite often, 
communal observance and understanding of תּוֹרָה dictates and 

principles was totally dependent on the רָב’s commitment to these 
ideals. 
 Few Jews during those years brought their own בַע מִינִים  .אַרְּ
They took it for granted that their רָב would purchase sets of the  בַע אַרְּ
 .and allow the members of the congregation to use them מִינִים
 In 1933, a few weeks before סוּכוֹת, R' Preil became very ill. 
A few hours before יוֹם טוֹב, he called his friend and colleague, R' 
Nosson Nota Zuber of nearby Roselle, New Jersey. 
 “I need you to come in a hurry,” R' Preil said anxiously, “and 
I need you in person. What I need you to do for me cannot be done 
by telephone.” 
 Although he was busy before יוֹם טוֹב, R' Zuber came 
rushing to R' Preil’s home. Upon entering he found his friend in bed, 
weak and deathly ill. 
 “I have only one son, my Yehoshua Yosef, who is nine years 
old,” R' Preil said to R' Zuber. “If Heaven forbid I die before or during 
בַע מִינִים my sets of the ,סוּכוֹת  would automatically become his [by אַרְּ
virtue of Jewish inheritance laws]. If the בַע מִינִים  are his, no one in אַרְּ
shul will be permitted to use them.” 
 In order to fulfill the וָה בַע מִינִים of taking the מִצְּ  on the אַרְּ
first day of סוּכוֹת they must be owned by the user (see :סוּכָה כט). A 
minor cannot halachically transfer an item from his possession. Thus, 
the townspeople would not have בַע מִינִים  because סוּכוֹת to use on אַרְּ
R' Preil’s nine-year-old son could not transfer ownership. 
  “I need you to take ownership of my בַע מִינִים  on behalf אַרְּ
of my community,” said R' Preil. “Then regardless of what happens to 
me, the בַע מִינִים הִלָה would belong to the אַרְּ  and everyone will be קְּ
able to perform the וָה  ”.יוֹם טוֹב on מִצְּ
 The יָן  .was performed (transaction) קִנְּ
 R' Preil passed away six hours later. Even in the face of 
death, with remarkable foresight and responsibility to his community, 
he selflessly protected his community from a potential spiritual 
disaster. 

Adapted from: Echoes of the Maggid (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.:מָא עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
ת ווֹ ת סוכּ�כּ הִלְ�ווֹ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The לוּלָב should be tied in 3 places, with the last binding at 
least 3-4 inches from the top of the דְרָה  spine from ,שִׁ
which all the leaves grow out, NOT the top of the לוּלָב. 

• For ְסְכַך made from bamboo poles, some poles should be 
at right angles to the rest to break up any long, 
uninterrupted air space. 

Esrogim Before Sukkos

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 In 5551 (1791), the Vilna 
Gaon ״ל צַּ  'sent a message to R זַּ
Yaakov Kranz ״ל צַּ  the Dubno ,זַּ
Maggid (5500-5564/1740-1804), 
to please come and revive his 
ה יֵפָׁ ה עַּ מָׁ  tired soul. The two ,נְשָׁ
shared an unusually close 
relationship. It is said that the 
גִיד  many גָׁאוֹן originally met the מַּ
years before, in 5518 (1758), 
when he was 18 years old. At that 
time, the אוֹן  gave him special גָׁ
instructions and set him on his 
path to become a successful גִיד   .מַּ
 The only letters that 
were ever found in which the 
Vilna Gaon wrote terms of 
endearment and longing were 
the ones written to the Dubno 
Maggid. The Maggid's warm, 
outgoing personality and  ם בֵין אָדָׁ
חֲבֵרוֹ יִרְאַת  were matched by his לַּ
יִם מַּ ת  in both גָׁאוֹן He was a .שָׁ תוֹרַּ
ר  the revealed and ,נִגְלֶה וְנִסְתָׁ
secret parts of ה  and he ,תוֹרָׁ
refrained from any worldly 
pleasures or honors.  
 There is a well-known 
episode about an unusual debate 
that is said to have taken place 
between the Vilna Gaon and the 
Dubno Maggid. On one occasion, 
the גָׁאוֹן asked him, "You give 

ר  everywhere you go; why מוּסָׁ
don’t you give me ר  "?as well מוּסָׁ
The גִיד  grew ill at ease. How מַּ
could he rebuke the אוֹן  But the ?גָׁ
 was insistent. Finally, the גָׁאוֹן
גִיד  you sit at ,רֶבִי וּמוֹרִי" :spoke מַּ
home with your doors closed. Is it 
any real קוּנץ, wonder (literally, 
trick) that you are a דִיק  ?צַּ
Perhaps if you went out into 
world you would be a different 
person!" 
 The Vilna Gaon is said to 
have cried for a few moments. He 
then responded that the basic 
imperative for a Jew is to become 
a ם כָׁ לְמִיד חָׁ  It is not written .תַּ
anywhere that a person has any 
obligation to produce קוּנצן, 
magic, in order to become a 
ם כָׁ לְמִיד חָׁ   .תַּ
 My לְמִיד  גָׁאוֹן the Vilna ,תַּ
and the Dubno גִיד  each left מַּ
behind their own unique legacy in 
ה ה וּמְסוֹרָׁ  that only a few תוֹרָׁ
people in the centuries after 
them ever left. Both of these men 
served ד׳ to the best of their 
ability and were successful 
accordingly. ד׳ is only asking you 
to be the best you!  

רוּךְ!  יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָׁ
 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

Sage Sayings

The Vilna Gaon's life was totally dedicated to תּוֹרָה and 
לְמִידִים He inspired his .עֲבוֹדָה  to do the same. His תַּּ
לְמִיד ״ל R' Chaim Volozhin ,תַּּ צַּ  opened the Volozhin זַּ
 to the present יְשִיבוֹת which became the model for יְשִיבָה
day. R' Chaim would offer words of encouragement 
when he heard the term “Vilna Gaon”: " , װִיל נאָרדעֶר װאָס 
ן אַ גָאוֹן!  If you only have the will, you too will — וועֶט זײַּ
become a גָאוֹן!" Source: 2,000 Years of Jewish History (ArtScroll)  

The learning never ends ... 
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מוֹת  רַת נְשָּ ר -סֵדֶר הַזְכָּ יִזְכֹּ  
Memorial service for the souls [of the 

departed] – 
[May ד׳ ]remember 

What is the source of יִזְכֹּר? Why is it said 
on יוֹם כִפּוּר? Why were the lasts days of 
 chosen to say ג׳ רְגָלִים of any of the יוֹם טוֹב
 of מִנְהָג of the old מָקוֹר The earliest ?יִזְכֹּר
נְחוּמָא is a יִזְכֹּר אֲזִינוּ) מִדְרָשׁ תַּ קִצוּר  The .(פ׳ הַּ
לְחָן עָרוּךְ  יוֹם כִפּוּר that on סִפְרִי quotes a שֻׁׁ
we can create a פָּרָה  for both the living כַּ
and those who have passed away. ד׳ in His 
mercy credits our צְדָקָה to the נִפְטָר 
because if he/she would be alive they 
would have done the same. At a later time 
(likely after the Crusades massacres) they 
added another opportunity to give זְכוּתִים 
of צְדָקָה to the נִפְטָרִים on the last days of 
ת יָדוֹ :when we read יוֹם טוֹב תְנַּ  each ,אִישׁ כְמַּ
according to the amount he gave. 
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חג שמח!

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 born ,(גְרָ״א/known as the Vilna Gaon) ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ  זַצַ״ל
in Vilnius, Lithuania, to ר׳ שְלֹמֹה זַלְמַן and ָטרײַנא, 
displayed extraordinary talent while still a young 

child. He married his first wife חַנָה at age 17. By age 20, רַבָנִים were 
submitting their difficult הֲלָכָה problems to the גְרָ״א. His writings are 
on ְת אֵלִיָהוּ) תַנַ״ך רֶּ לְחָן עָרוּךְ ,תַלְמוּד יְרוּשַלְמִי ,תַלְמוּד בַבְלִי ,מִדְרָש ,(אַדֶּ ) שֻׁ
לְקֵי הַתוֹרָה and many more (שְנוֹת אֵלִיָהוּ) מִשְנָה ,(בִאוּר הַגְרָ״א  חֶּ
including קַבָלָה. None of his writings were published during his 
lifetime. Though he lived during the period known as the אַחֲרוֹנִים, 
he is held by many to have the authority of the רִאשוֹנִים. One of his 
most famous תַלְמִידִים was R' Chaim Volozhin זַצַ״ל, who established 
the learning method used in many of today's יְשִיבוֹת. 

  י״ט תשרי
5480 – 5558 
1720 – 1797 

When he was lying on his deathbed, the Vilna 
Gaon זַצַ״ל's family called for the local 
doctor, Dr. Yaakov Lubashitz זַ״ל. The 
Vilna doctor checked him over. As he 
bent down to listen to the אוֹן  s'גָּ
heartbeat, he heard the אוֹן  quietly גָּ
mumbling to himself. After the doctor 
straightened up, one of those present 
asked him nervously, "?װוּ האַלט עֶר — 
Where is he holding [health-wise]?" The 
doctor smiled and said, "!לִים  — עֶר האַלט אִין מַסֶכֶת כֵּ
He is holding in לִים  "!מַסֶכֶת כֵּ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

שְרָאֵל …    י אֶת בְנֵי יִּ כוֹת הוֹשַבְתִּ י בַסֻּ קְרָא כג:מג(… כִּ )וַיִּ  
 … because I caused שְרָאֵל כוֹת to dwell in בְנֵי יִּ  .סֻּ
 The תוֹרָה tells us that the basis for the צְוָה  of מִּ
sitting in the סוּכָה is the fact that ה׳ provided עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד for 
שְרָאֵל ם at the time of בְנֵי יִּ צְרַיִּ יאַת מִּ  If so, why are we .יְצִּ
instructed to celebrate סוּכוֹת during שְרֵי   ?six months later ,תִּ
 The Vilna Gaon explains the significance of 
celebrating on the 15th of שְרֵי  ,עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד It is true that the .תִּ
Clouds of Glory, were given to שְרָאֵל  .upon leaving Egypt בְנֵי יִּ
However, following the sin of the עֵגֶל הַזָהָב, the golden calf, 
the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד were removed. On פּוּר שְרֵי the 10th of ,יוֹם כִּ  ,תִּ
 On the .עֵגֶל הַזָהָב pardoned His people for the sin of the ה׳
11th of שְרֵי  issued the command concerning the מֹשֶה .תִּ
building of שְכָן  During the next two days, the 12th and 13th .מִּ
of שְרֵי שְכָן the necessary materials for the ,תִּ  were donated מִּ
by שְרָאֵל שְרֵי On the 14th of .בְנֵי יִּ  collected the חַכְמֵי לֵב the ,תִּ
materials from מֹשֶה and, on the 15th of שְרֵי  the actual ,תִּ
construction began. The עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד were returned when they 
started to build the שְכָן  tells us to תוֹרָה For this reason, the .מִּ
observe סוּכוֹת on the 15th of שְרֵי  to mark the return of the ,תִּ
 .עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד

 The only difficulty, with this explanation is the 
following: Since סוּכוֹת is simply based upon the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד 
sheltering the Jewish people in the wilderness, why do we 
not have a remembrance based upon the giving of the 
original עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד - when we left Egypt?  
 The difference between the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד and their 
return is the manner in which the שְרָאֵל  .received them בְנֵי יִּ
At the time of ם צְרַיִּ יאַת מִּ  were granted as עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד the ,יְצִּ
an outright gift to the Jewish people. On the 15th of שְרֵי  ,תִּ
they were regained through תְשוּבָה.  
 After the miracles of ם צְרַיִּ יאַת מִּ שְרָאֵל the ,יְצִּ  בְנֵי יִּ
were very close with ה׳. They then strayed and served the 
בְנֵי  and ה׳ This resulted in a separation between .עֵגֶל הַזָהָב
שְרָאֵל  for His ה׳ the closeness and love of ,תְשוּבָה With their .יִּ
people was even greater than before. This closeness brought 
about the return of the עֲנָנֵי הַכָבוֹד, which express an intimacy 
in which they lived under the protective shield of ה׳. This 
extra closeness with ה׳ is what is being celebrated by sitting 
in the סוּכָה in שְרֵי יסָן since in ,תִּ  this extra closeness was not נִּ
there yet. 

Adapted from: A דבר תורה by Rabbi Daniel Yormark (with kind permission from NCYI) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI A few days before Succos, Yehudah 
acquired a nice lulav for himself. He put 
it near his bed in the Yeshivah dorm and 

went away for Shabbos.

Sunday morning:

Yehudah had to replace his lulav. Later that day...

In fact, R’ Nosson Tzvi did not have any extra lulavim; he had 
asked his relatives to put their lulavim out on the table. After 
Yehudah chose one, everyone got back a lulav - except for the 

Rosh Yeshivah himself!

Yes, I understand. But don’t 
worry. Lots of people give me 

lulavim. Come to my house later and 
choose one from my collection.

Uh, Shimon, 
do you know what 

happened to my 
bed...?

My friend came for 
Shabbos and needed a 
bed. I didn’t think you’d 

mind.

How much 
does this one 

cost?

But these are probably 
much more expensive than 

my original lulav was.

It’s fine. But on 
one condition: I don’t 

want you to have any hard 
feelings towards your 

roommate.

Just give me what 
you paid for the 

first one.

5703-5772 1943-2011 iuajrn t"h

-Finkel in Chicago, IL, was named after his paternal great שָרָה and אֵלִיָהוּ מֵאִיר born to ,ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי זַצַ״ל
grandfather, the Alter of Slabodka, ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי Finkel זַצַ״ל. He attended a local school and received 
after-school tutoring in תּוֹרָה studies from R' Yehoshua Levinson זַצַ״ל. At age 14, he visited אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. 
His great-uncle, ר׳ לֵיזעֶר יוּדל Finkel זַצַ״ל (Mir ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה), recognizing ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי’s ability to think clearly 
and have patience for studying, asked his parents to let him stay and study in his יְשִׁיבָה. He stayed an 
extra 8 months to learn. At 17, he returned to learn in יְשִׁיבַת מִיר and learned בְהַתְמָדָה for 6 years. With 
one of his חַבְרוּתוֹת, R’ Zundel Kroizer זַצַ״ל, he completed the entire שַׁ״ס each year. In 1964, he married  ר׳
 in the שִׁעוּרִים began giving ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי .and together they had 11 children ,לֵאָה ,s daughter’בִנְיָמִין בֵינוּשׁ פִינקל
 On top of his .זַצַ״ל Shmuelevitz ר׳ רְפָאֵל together with ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה in 1965. In 1990, he was appointed יְשִׁיבָה
 and רוּחָנִיּוּת to enhance the בְחִינוֹת He developed .עַמּוּד הַיוֹמִי עִם רִאשׁוֹנִים in שִׁעוּרִים he also gave ,עִיּוּן שִׁעוּר

 .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל in תּוֹרָה he built ,רָב and on a similar level to the Ponovezher ,תַּלְמִידִים of his גַשְׁמִיּוּת

הלל שלם כל ימי החג     ארבע מינים מיום ב לחג

PIRCHEI
בידינו אבותינו  מסורת 
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יום א

הפטרה: הנה יום בא... )זכריה יד:א-כד(

דף יומי: בכורות ח׳     תפילת טל

סוכות ב׳ ימים: וידבר ה׳... שור או כשב...     הלל שלם

יום ב

הפטרה: ויקהלו אל המלך שלמה... )מלאכים א ח:ב-כא(

דף יומי: בכורות ט׳


