


How  Are You?
Yankel didn’t speak English very well. He had come from Europe and mainly spoke Yiddish and 
German. 

This became a bit of a problem when Yankel decided to sell his house to Ari, an American who 
only spoke English, but as difficult as it was, they tried their best to understand each other. 

But when it came to how much money Ari would pay, it seemed they understood each other 
VERY well! Yankel wanted $950,000. Ari wanted to pay no more than $875,000.

“Good house! Very good! $950,000!” Yankel kept saying.
"No, no, too much! Good house, but not THAT good!” Ari also kept saying.

They went back and forth. A few English words, a few Yiddish words, numbers, hand motions... 
somehow, when it comes to money, people make it work. Finally, Ari said, “Listen, I saw a nicer 
house for $925,000. I’m not paying more than $925,000.”

Yankel thought about it for a few moments. The room was silent. Then he waved his hand. 
“Okay. Deal!” They also agreed to write up a contract and sign the deal right there.
Yankel carefully wrote the price on the contract and pushed it across the table.

Ari picked up his pen, ready to sign. Then he looked at the number - $915,000.
Ari looked again. $915,000?! Because of the language problem, Yankel misunderstood him. He 
thought Ari had said $915,000, not $925,000. 

Seems like that mix of languages, numbers, and hand motions wasn't such a great translator 
after all! This was great for Ari! If he stayed quiet, the house was his for $10,000 less! 
But now Ari had a serious question: Does he have to tell Yankel that he made a mistake?

Chazal say (Makkos 24a) that a person came to buy something from Rav Safra and offered him a 
certain price. Rav Safra didn't answer because he was in the middle of saying Shema.

The person thought Rav Safra wasn't answering because the price was too low. So he offered Rav 
Safra even more money. 
After Rav Safra finished saying Shema, he told the person he would sell it to him for the first, lower 
price. Rav Safra explained that in his mind, he had already agreed to the first offer. He just 
couldn't answer because he was saying Shema.

So in our case, it would seem that Ari should pay the extra $10,000. After all, Ari had really
offered $925,000, just like the buyer in the Gemara had really offered the higher amount. 

But R' Zilberstein said our case is different from the case of Rav Safra. 
Rav Safra had already agreed to a price, and it was not a back-and-forth discussion.

But in our case, a seller will often ask for a higher price, knowing he may not get it. The buyer 
offers a lower price, knowing the seller may not accept it. They go back and forth until they finally 
agree somewhere in between.

Since Yankel agreed to $915,000, that price was clearly a price he was willing to accept. Therefore, 
Ari does not need to tell him about the mistake and may pay the $915,000 they agreed to.



 

 

R’ Chaim Ozer continued asking him simple, personal questions, like 
whether he had a blanket.

In the middle of all the fear and pressure of the war, he suddenly felt like a 
human being again. Someone noticed him. Someone cared about him.

            

 

 
                                                     

This Connects To This Week's Parshah:

Shaya F. Answers: To confuse the 
Satan, we blow the shofar during Elul, 
and then right before Rosh Hashanah, 
we stop blowing it to confuse him.

R' Avrum rosenblum Answers: 
The sound of the shofer is supposed to 

remind us that Rosh Hashanah is coming up.

Eli Lowenberg Answrs: Just like a ship blowing 
its horn to remind passengers to come on 
board before it leaves, so too, Elul: wake up!

In this week’s parshah, we learn about the mitzvah of Bikkurim. Chazal say (Bereishis Rabbah 1:4) that one of the reasons Hashem 
created the world was for the mitzvah of Bikkurim.  Bikkurim means bringing the first grown fruits to the Beis Hamikdash. 
Question: Why is this mitzvah so important that it is considered one of the reasons Hashem created the world?

Why do we blow the shofar the whole month of Elul; why isn't it enough to blow 
only on Rosh Hashanah?

Appreciating Time!The Power Of Showing Warmth!




